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^Sr^Zraf^RITS ^rmwn^THTS^nT^'^''^ AND 15 ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN thrff monthq i7 D « M ™,, 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B. If the status is changed, pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above and notify the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office of the change in status or 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 

A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 

B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 

f l I mm T?rfr S T ^^ ENTITY status > check the box below and enclose 
the PUBLICATION FEE and 1/2 the ISSUE FEE shown above. 

□ Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status 
See 37 CFR 1.27. 



J^rS bC ^ rCtUrned t0 thG United States Patent and Tradema * Office (USPTO) with 

completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. i^s; transmittal should be 

L bSSS^.ZSS tne SS:° n mUSt 8iVe aPPliCatl ° n " Umber - Pl6aSe direCt 311 — ications prior to issuance to 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require oavment of 
mamtenance fees. It .s patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees ! whe™due P * 
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Box ISSUE FEE 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Eax (703)746-4000 
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formal drawing, must have its own certificate of mailing or tiansrnission. 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 

inSS L C t ert1 ^ ^l*'? Fee - ( l } T 2™mittal is being deposited with the 
ii JiS ™3 Post 2 ] Se ^« with sufficient postage foFfirst class mail in an 
envelope addressed to the Box Issue Fee address above, or being facsimile 
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2. For printing on the patent front page, list (1) 
the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, (2) the name of a 
single firm (having as a member a registered 
attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2 
registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name 
is listed, no name will be printed. 
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3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) " " ~ 

(f\) iNAMh OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) ' 



P.ease check the appropriate assignee category or calories (wi„ not be printed on the p atent) □ ind. vidua, □ cordon or other private — entity □ government 



4a. The following fee(s) are enclosed: 

□ Issue Fee 

□ Publication Fee 

□ Advance Order - # of Copies 



4b. Payment of Fee(s): 

□ A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed. 

□ Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 



Comm.ss.oner for Patents is requested to app.y the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-app, y anv previou S , y paid issue fee to the application identified above. 



(Authorized Signature) 



(Date) 



nthlA.n J SSUC r Ce f d Pub . llcatl °n ^ (if required) wilt not be accepted from anyone 
SSSL?* 1 f 6 a P t ? I,c * mt ; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other oarw in 
interest as shown 6y the records of the United States Patent a nd Tragrk Office P ^ 

This collection or information is reguired by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is reauired to 

r™^fISi r ? m, " utes t0 complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the 
completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending up™ theTd vfdual 
case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to compFete this ^orTand/o 
S?TT f0r / du ; in tf s burden ' shou,d «* sent toVlSefln^ES^ Offker U S 
NOT ^n™^? X f J lC P^P^ ment of Commerce, WashiiS^cffii DO 
NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS SEND TO- 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. btNU 1U ' 

!^?5t;£? f?l? rwo * Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to resDond to a 
collection of information unless it displays a valid OMfe control number. P 
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Notice of Possible Fee Increase on October 1, 2002 

If a reply to a "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" is filed in the Office on or after October 1 2002 then the 

tal^a^ &r Fiscal Year 2003; Hotice of 

is not currently proposed for October 2002 if the s5 l^'^ ^ f amount of the Publication fee 

applicant should'check the ^ **** ° n ° r after 0ctob - ^02, 

address for the fee schedule is: h to ://w^ *« ™e USPTO Internet 

If the issue fee paid is the amount shown on the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due," but not the correct amount 

^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Allowance and Fee(s) due form is to be filed on o after October iSfr^iS? 1 t0 , ** N ° tiCC ° f 

after October 1 2002), the 1SS ue fee paid should t^^^ i"^^ LtaKtheT^T °° " 
previously paid, and the response to the "Notice of Allowance and F Jm nl» J f J P aid If the lssue fee w as 

SSSSSHw-aa m»Sss£b5£S 

of the Offi^fpf 1 ! 1 ? K, iSSUe ^ PUbUCati0n ^ PaymCntS Sh ° Uld be directed to * e Cust ^er Service Center 
ot the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283 . 
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A., claims beTng correspondence egress. 

herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of AHowance ^PTOL £ nth™ ^ l° SE ° ,n thlS a PP |lcation - * not included 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A gS ? Sgi^ tSS3 w C °' , ' mUn ^ a,,0n be mailed ,n due course " ™IS 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant Sel ?37 XFR 1.313 all [mPEP 1 3?? ° ' S ^ * WithdraWa ' from issue at the initiativ * 

1 . S This communication is responsive to amendment filed on 7/1 7/09 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-4 and 6^13 . 

3. E3 The drawings filed on 07 April 1999 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S C S 1 19(aWd> or m 
a)DAII b)DSome* c)DNone of the: W W or W . 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

6. U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed which has been approved by the Examiner 

(0 □ mc.ud.ng changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No 



Identifying indicia such as the application number (see X7 pfr i rai^w .^..n u 

o, «, The A * M .T^Sai'SSS SSftSSff - 

9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deDosit of RIOinnirAi matcdiai 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT ^ Submitted - Note the 



Attachment(s) 

1Q Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

3D Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

5D Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. 

7Q Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 



2D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4D Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

Examiner's Amendment/Comment 
8Q Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Ajiowa 
9D Other . /J^^S^,. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Stephen Geimer on October 15, 2002. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
laim 1 1 has been amended to read: 




A nonwoven abric^as-iTclaim 1 comprising a plurality of layers of said 
substantially endless thejarto plastic melt extruded filaments. 
2. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 1-4 and 6-13 
are allowed since the prior art of record fails to teach a nonwoven fabric with the particular 
claimed interengaged packed loops that have been defined by the Applicant to be continuous 
filaments with a physical bonding characterized by complex meshed coils, spirals and loops 
having a high frequency of contact points; providing high elongation values. The Applicant 
further characterizes the packing of the filaments as substantially free of loose filament ends. 
(Specification pages 5-6). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 

Allowance." 



Application/Control Number: 09/287,673 

Art Unit: 1771 * g 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Norca L. Torres-Velazquez whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5714. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30-2:30 pm and alternate 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on 703-308-2414. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-93 1 0 for regular 
communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 



nit 

October 16, 2002 
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